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KANISA IN MADRID: REPORT 
December 2019 

by the Rev. Daniel Johnson 
 
It has been 14 months since we started meetings in Arabic in October 2018, with the hope 
and goal of planting an Arabic-speaking church in Madrid, specifically in the Tetuán 
neighborhood. We sat as a pastoral team to evaluate our development, and we can present the 
following conclusions or impressions: 

STRENGTHS: 
1. Leadership: We are very grateful to God for having formed us in such a diverse team, 

and at the same time, so united. We are three pastors: Duane Miller (American and 
Anglican), Raouf Soliman (Egyptian and Methodist), and your servant (American and 
Pentecostal).  

2. Unity and Trust: We have enjoyed an unusual unity and trust and we consider it as 
one of the strongest points we have. There is a spirit and attitude among us of respect, 
love and mutual support. 

3. Meeting dynamics: highlights a special communication and teaching dynamic 
especially between Duane and Raouf in conducting the meetings, which is extremely 
lively, uplifting, and deep in the Word of God. 

4. Regularity of the meetings: we meet on Tuesdays, and with the exception of the 
months of July and August (when many are outside of Madrid) we have managed to 
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be present every week. We believe that this stability has contributed to the foundation 
we seek to establish. The fact that we are three pastors, and with our wonderful and 
very capable praise leader Sharon (Duane’s wife), allows us to continue meeting, 
even when one or more of us cannot be present at a given meeting. 

5. Attendees: We have counted sixteen different people from the Muslim world who 
have attended one or more meetings (see attached chart). In addition, there are five 
more people with whom we remain in contact who do not live in Spain or who have 
not yet been able to attend meetings for several reasons. Those who visited are from 
five different countries, the majority of Muslim background, and the age range is 
between twenty and sixty. We have also had over a dozen visitors who come from 
outside the Arab world. 

6. Website: The presence of the website has helped us, and we continue to receive 
contacts through it. 

7. Location: Being 
located in Tetuán (map to 
left), the neighborhood 
where what was the 
largest mosque in Spain 
is located (until the 
construction of the M-30 
mosque), has helped us. 
In fact, we are only a 
block away from the 
oldest functioning 
mosque in the city. 
8. Use of 
technology: The fact that 
we use live streaming 

every week has served both to increase our presence on the Internet, to connect with 
interested people, and to stay connected with people who cannot come every week. 

9. On Facebook: We have a page with more than sixty members, between twenty-five to 
thirty people weekly typically watch our videos there.  

10. On YouTube: We also upload the teaching section of those videos. We have counted 
between a handful of people up to more than 500 who watch them. We have recently 
upgraded our recording equipment and we hope to continue advancing in this area of 
audiovisuals. 

11. The consistent use of Arabic: It may sound odd, but it has been a challenge to hold on 
to the use of Arabic in meetings. There have been times when the use of Arabic for 
those present was not necessarily convenient, but we had decided from the beginning 
to establish this rule. Throughout it has helped us by staying focused and the people 
who visit us will already know what they are coming for. 

12. The participation of recognized teachers/pastors from outside through the Internet: 
Thanks to the contacts we have, we have been able to offer guest preachers from time 
to time, which has served to enrich the content of the teaching. 

Figure 1: The Tetuan Area 
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13. Weekly Leadership Meetings: We meet as pastors every Monday, typically doing 
prayer walks in the neighborhood, crying out to God for the Arab-speaking people 
who are looking for him. 

14. We are thankful for our first baptism: This took place in December of 2019. We have 
received several requests for baptism but this was the first time we felt as a pastoral 
team that the candidate was sufficiently prepared and mature enough for this 
important step. 

CHALLENGES: 
1. Your servant (Daniel) does not speak 

Arabic. 
2. Location: the site suits us and 

hinders us at the same time! The 
truth is that it would not matter 
where we were located, we would 
always have the same problem. 
Muslims are scattered throughout 
Madrid ... and those interested in the 
Gospel are typically distant from 
each other. 

3. Transience of the people: Muslims 
are usually very transitory—at least 
those with whom we have worked to 
date—so it is difficult to establish a 
stable group.  

4. Need for evangelism in Arabic: We 
do not have Arab evangelists. 

5. The challenge of second-generation 
Arabic-speakers: We have not had much contact or communication with second-
generation Arabs. That is, those who have grown up here in Spain, are bilingual and 
remain Muslim. 

6. Lack of temporary shelter: One of the main requests we receive is for a place to spend 
the night from new refugees or immigrants.  

OPPORTUNITIES: 
The desire to reach the Muslim population in Madrid (which is both a city and a state, like 
New York) remains valid; The population already established for a few years is probably the 
least interested since they are used to their daily schedule, surrounded by family and friends 
and well attached to their sub-culture. Probably the newest immigrants would be the most 
open (at least for a short time). The challenge is to reach them with the Gospel message as 
long as they are located and before they take root in society. 

Figure 2: Our area of Madrid 
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THREATS: 
From the beginning we made 
the decision to start with all the 
corresponding opening, taking 
advantage of the freedom of 
worship and belief that God 
has provided us here in Spain. 
To date, we have not suffered 
any mishap—thank God. We 
understand that this reality 
could change overnight, 
especially if God visits us with 
growth and more visibility. 
Perhaps we have neglected a 
bit on security issues through 
our openness (especially on the 
Internet). We have to continually 
assess whether we are as protected as we should be, for example, with insurance issues. 

CONCLUSION:  
In sum, we feel encouraged, motivated to continue working, and we remain fully confident 
that God will continue to bless us and provide us with an abundant harvest according to his 
promise. We are inspired by Joel 2:28–32: 
 

And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour 

out My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 

old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions. 

And also on My menservants and 

on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in 

those days. 

And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the 

earth: 

Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 

The sun shall be turned into darkness,  

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 

And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, 

As the Lord has said, among the remnant whom the Lord calls. 

Figure 3: L to R, Dan, Raouf, Duane. 

Figure 4: Duane and Raouf with Afaf, who was later baptized 
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Joel envisioned a powerful act of the Holy Spirit that preserved a remnant. In his context it 
was from among the Hebrews, but in our context we are firmly convinced that this act of the 
Spirit is to call a community from among Arabic-speaking peoples so that they, too, will be 
able to call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. We are thankful for all the 
churches, families and individuals who make this ministry possible. 
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Contact Info: 
 
Main Website: https://www.kanisaenmadrid.es/ 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/kanisatmadrid/ 
YouTube Page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy20Y1foC8b--PhdvFz1vDg 
Physical Address:  

Calle de San Enrique, 12 
80020 Madrid 
Spain 

E-mail: Kanisatmadrid@gmail.com 


