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This statement is intended primarily as a guideline for AWM members and potential 

candidates, as well as to inform sending churches of our understanding and ministry 

approach with regard to the current debate on the appropriate degree of 

contextualization in ministry among Muslims. It is not to suggest that we believe our 

views ought to be imposed on any church, either historic or developing. 

 
The last several decades have witnessed intentional and extensive efforts by Kingdom 

workers to more thoroughly contextualize the work of the Gospel in the cultures of 

Muslim peoples. The effectiveness of these efforts has varied in different places, but in 

general they have been helpful in seeing disciples made and churches established 

among resistant Muslim peoples. While differences of view often exist over the 

appropriateness of particular nuances of practice, we applaud this endeavor overall and 

we participate in it. Where a problem has arisen in more recent years is in taking a good 

thing too far. We believe that in the practice and communications of an influential 

minority of Muslim workers internationally, cultural contextualization may have 

crossed the line into religious syncretism.  

 

In particular, we believe it is not biblically justified to teach that followers of Christ 

should: 

 

(1) recite the Muslim creed (Shahada): “There is no god but Allah and 

Muhammad is his messenger”; 

(2) continue to participate in the ritual prayers (Salat) in the mosque;  

(3) identify themselves as Muslims in terms of faith commitment.
1
  

 

This is not to say that MBBs early in their personal conversion or sanctification process 

might not continue to participate in these things for a season. Many will. It is to say, 

however, that we as cross-cultural workers will not encourage such participation. 

 

                                                 
1 We believe that acknowledging the Lordship of Jesus Christ and oneself as his disciple is the appropriate 

identity of the believer.  In accord with 1 Corinthians 9:22, however, we do not believe that this precludes 

honouring the biblically permissible cultural customs of one’s parents and country, even when these have 

Islamic roots (e.g. abstinence from pork and alcohol, not having dogs in the house, fasting). 
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Furthermore, to understand why these practices are so detrimental one need only 

recognize that Islam is at its core a religion of outward conformity and social control. 

Whatever one may be thinking in one’s mind or whispering with one’s lips, the message 

that is conveyed by such participation is that one is indeed a Muslim and is committed 

to all that means. This, in turn, opens up the believer to the equally unpalatable choice 

of being either a denier of Christ or a deceiver of Muslims -- the latter in essence 

confirming the centuries old Muslim accusation that Christians are deceivers. We 

believe these are choices that are neither helpful nor necessary, and therefore preclude 

these approaches from our ministry strategies.  

 

God has been working in a fresh and remarkable way in recent decades to draw men 

and women of the Muslim world to Himself. We believe He would have us continue to 

co-labor faithfully with Him through ministry of the Word and prayer, and deeds of 

love and mercy. We do not believe He would have us embrace or encourage non-

biblical means such as those mentioned above. 

 

 


